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  During his athletic career at New Lexington High School, Ben Fondale excelled in 
Wrestling, Football and Track.  Ben earned four varsity letters in wrestling, three varsity 
letters in track and one varsity letter in football. 
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  During the 2003-04 school year Ben became the only state qualifier in school history 
to date.  Ben was a sectional champion, MVL Finalist and a member of the undefeated 
MVL Champion Panther wrestling team.  This team broke and still holds the league 
record for points.  Ben also earned his first letter in track. 
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  During the 2004-05 school year Ben earned his second state appearance in wrestling .  
Ben was a sectional champion, MVL Champion and District finalist. He was also a 
member of the MVL Champion Panther wrestling team.   
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  During the 2005-06 school year Ben placed fourth in the state in wrestling.  Fondale 
was also named MVL Wrestler of the Year.  Ben was a sectional champion, MVL 
Champion and District finalist. He was also a member of the undefeated MVL Champion 
Panther wrestling team.  Ben also earned his second letter in track. 
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  During the 2006-07 school year Ben placed sixth in the state in wrestling.  Fondale 
was again named MVL Wrestler of the Year.  Ben was a sectional champion, MVL 
Champion and District Champion. He was also a member of the MVL Champion Panther 
wrestling team.  Ben was member of the undefeated MVL Championship/Regional 
Finalist football team and earned All-MVL Status as a defensive back.  Ben capped off 
his athletic career earning All-MVL in Track. 
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ben holds four school records in wrestling: Victories, falls and two/three near Fall 
maneuvers.  His 174 victories is also an MVL Record.  Ben is the only MVL wrestler in 
History to earn four trips to the State Championships. 
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ben was honored to have had the opportunity to compete in athletics with many 
talented teammates and coaches.  Ben Fondale graduated from Cleveland State 
University in 2012 where he earned Magna Cum Laude Honors in Mathematics.  He also 
was the leading scorer on the Cleveland State Rugby team.   
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Currently, Ben Fondale is a math teacher and coach in the Miami Trace High School.  
He currently resides in Washington Courthouse.  His parents are Steve and Beth Fondale 
from Junction City.  His Grandmother is Pat Fondale also of Junction City.  His brother, 
Adam, is currently a junior at Columbia University in New York City, where he is the 
starting 165 pound wrestler on the D-1 Lion wrestling team. 
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Jesse	
  Duperow	
  

 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  During	
  his	
  athletic	
  career	
  at	
  New	
  Lexington	
  High	
  School	
  Jesse	
  DuPerow	
  was	
  an	
  All-­‐MVL	
  
performer	
  in	
  both	
  baseball	
  and	
  basketball.	
  	
  He	
  went	
  on	
  to	
  earn	
  two	
  letters	
  in	
  football	
  as	
  
well	
  as	
  three	
  letters	
  in	
  both	
  baseball	
  and	
  basketball.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  During	
  the	
  1995-­‐96	
  school	
  year,	
  DuPerow	
  earned	
  varsity	
  letters	
  in	
  football,	
  basketball,	
  
and	
  baseball	
  as	
  a	
  starter	
  on	
  all	
  three	
  teams.	
  The	
  highlight	
  of	
  his	
  sophomore	
  year	
  was	
  
earning	
  first	
  team	
  All-­‐MVL	
  status	
  on	
  the	
  hardwood	
  as	
  he	
  led	
  the	
  Panthers	
  in	
  scoring	
  and	
  
rebounding.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  1996-­‐97	
  school	
  year	
  produced	
  varsity	
  letters	
  in	
  both	
  basketball	
  and	
  baseball	
  for	
  
DuPerow	
  as	
  he	
  did	
  not	
  play	
  football.	
  	
  On	
  the	
  diamond	
  he	
  was	
  first	
  team	
  All-­‐MVL	
  as	
  a	
  pitcher	
  
and	
  helped	
  lead	
  the	
  Panthers	
  to	
  the	
  MVL	
  Championship	
  game	
  where	
  they	
  finished	
  runner-­‐
up	
  to	
  Tri-­‐Valley.	
  	
  During	
  the	
  basketball	
  season	
  DuPerow	
  continued	
  his	
  success	
  on	
  the	
  court	
  
as	
  he	
  again	
  was	
  named	
  first	
  team	
  All-­‐MVL	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  earning	
  All-­‐District	
  and	
  All-­‐State	
  honors	
  
while	
  again	
  leading	
  the	
  Panthers	
  in	
  scoring	
  and	
  rebounding.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  In	
  1997-­‐98,	
  which	
  was	
  DuPerow’s	
  senior	
  year	
  at	
  New	
  Lexington,	
  he	
  again	
  earned	
  three	
  
varsity	
  letters	
  in	
  football,	
  basketball,	
  and	
  baseball	
  as	
  a	
  starting	
  member	
  of	
  all	
  three	
  teams.	
  	
  
His	
  greatest	
  success	
  was	
  on	
  the	
  hardwood	
  	
  where	
  he	
  was	
  team	
  co-­‐captain	
  with	
  Jeremiah	
  
Boyden	
  and	
  helped	
  lead	
  the	
  Panthers	
  to	
  Sectional	
  and	
  District	
  Championships	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  a	
  
berth	
  in	
  the	
  Regional	
  Finals	
  where	
  New	
  Lexington	
  finished	
  the	
  season	
  as	
  Regional	
  Runner-­‐
up.	
  	
  DuPerow	
  averaged	
  22	
  points,	
  12	
  rebounds,	
  4	
  blocked	
  shots,	
  3	
  assists	
  and	
  3	
  steals	
  a	
  
game	
  for	
  the	
  Panthers.	
  	
  That	
  earned	
  him	
  honors	
  that	
  included:	
  	
  first	
  team	
  All-­‐MVL,	
  MVL	
  
Player	
  of	
  the	
  Year,	
  first	
  team	
  Southeast	
  District,	
  District	
  12	
  Player	
  of	
  the	
  year	
  and	
  second	
  
team	
  All-­‐Ohio	
  Division	
  II.	
  	
  DuPerow	
  was	
  also	
  selected	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  District	
  East/West	
  
all-­‐star	
  game	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  Division	
  I	
  and	
  II	
  Ohio	
  North/South	
  All	
  Star	
  Game	
  played	
  in	
  St.	
  
Johns	
  Arena	
  on	
  the	
  campus	
  of	
  The	
  Ohio	
  State	
  University.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Following	
  his	
  career	
  at	
  New	
  Lexington,	
  DuPerow	
  went	
  on	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  four	
  year	
  starter	
  on	
  the	
  
Marietta	
  College	
  Men’s	
  Basketball	
  team.	
  	
  He	
  was	
  a	
  four	
  year	
  All-­‐OAC	
  performer	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
three-­‐time	
  All-­‐Region,	
  four-­‐time	
  All-­‐American	
  and	
  in	
  his	
  senior	
  season	
  was	
  a	
  finalist	
  for	
  the	
  
Jostens	
  National	
  Player	
  of	
  the	
  Year	
  award.	
  	
  He	
  left	
  Marietta	
  holding	
  many	
  records	
  including	
  
the	
  career	
  scoring	
  mark,	
  most	
  career	
  blocked	
  shots,	
  and	
  finished	
  second	
  in	
  career	
  rebounds.	
  	
  
In	
  February	
  DuPerow	
  was	
  inducted	
  to	
  Marietta’s	
  Athletics	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame	
  in	
  his	
  first	
  year	
  of	
  
eligibility.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Currently,	
  Jesse	
  DuPerow	
  is	
  employed	
  with	
  Norfolk	
  Southern	
  Corporation	
  as	
  a	
  supervisor	
  
in	
  the	
  Accounts	
  Payable	
  Department.	
  	
  He	
  resides	
  in	
  Roanoke,	
  Virginia	
  with	
  his	
  wife	
  Megan	
  
and	
  daughters	
  Isabella	
  (4)	
  and	
  Lillian	
  (2).	
  	
  The	
  couple	
  is	
  expecting	
  their	
  third	
  child	
  in	
  early	
  
February.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  DuPerow	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  his	
  family	
  and	
  the	
  coaches,	
  teammates,	
  and	
  faculty	
  
members	
  who	
  played	
  a	
  huge	
  part	
  in	
  his	
  success	
  during	
  his	
  time	
  at	
  NLHS	
  and	
  beyond.	
  



	
  
Roger	
  Hooper	
  

 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  A	
  1968	
  graduate	
  of	
  New	
  Lex,	
  Roger	
  Hooper	
  lettered	
  in	
  basketball	
  and	
  track.	
  	
  He	
  
was	
  named	
  All-­‐MVL	
  and	
  All-­‐SEO	
  his	
  senior	
  season.	
  	
  Hooper	
  still	
  holds	
  the	
  All-­‐Time	
  
boys	
  record	
  for	
  most	
  points	
  in	
  a	
  single	
  game	
  (44)	
  in	
  1968.	
  	
  Roger	
  was	
  also	
  a	
  member	
  
of	
  the	
  National	
  Honor	
  Society.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  After	
  graduating	
  from	
  Ohio	
  in	
  1972	
  with	
  a	
  teaching	
  degree,	
  he	
  returned	
  to	
  New	
  
Lex.	
  	
  Roger	
  spent	
  his	
  first	
  8	
  years	
  as	
  an	
  assistant	
  in	
  basketball	
  and	
  track.	
  	
  In	
  1981-­‐82,	
  
he	
  and	
  his	
  long	
  time	
  friend	
  and	
  assistant,	
  Russ	
  Bethel,	
  took	
  over	
  the	
  reigns	
  of	
  the	
  
girl’s	
  basketball	
  team.	
  	
  During	
  the	
  eighties	
  the	
  Lady	
  Panthers	
  went	
  103-­‐39,	
  earning	
  a	
  
State	
  AA	
  Runner-­‐up	
  finish	
  in	
  1985	
  going	
  23-­‐4.	
  	
  In	
  1987,	
  Hooper	
  and	
  Bethel	
  were	
  
inducted	
  into	
  the	
  Ohio	
  High	
  School	
  Basketball	
  Coaches	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  In	
  the	
  1993-­‐94	
  season,	
  Hooper	
  took	
  over	
  the	
  boys	
  basketball	
  program.	
  	
  The	
  
1994-­‐95	
  team	
  played	
  in	
  the	
  District	
  Finals	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  time	
  in	
  over	
  40	
  seasons.	
  	
  Five	
  
Sectional	
  titles,	
  2	
  District	
  Runners-­‐up,	
  3	
  District	
  Titles,	
  three	
  Regionals,	
  1	
  Regional	
  
runner-­‐up,	
  and	
  one	
  State	
  Runner-­‐up,	
  along	
  with	
  many	
  players	
  selected	
  as	
  All-­‐MVL,	
  
All-­‐District	
  and	
  All-­‐State	
  honors	
  bringing	
  back	
  lasting	
  memories.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Coach	
  Hooper	
  also	
  coached	
  the	
  1983	
  girl’s	
  track	
  team	
  that	
  advanced	
  to	
  the	
  State	
  
track	
  meet	
  and	
  finished	
  8th	
  in	
  the	
  State.	
  	
  Roger	
  retired	
  at	
  New	
  Lex	
  in	
  2002	
  but	
  has	
  
continued	
  to	
  coach	
  at	
  Fairfield	
  Christian	
  for	
  the	
  past	
  10	
  seasons.	
  	
  This	
  upcoming	
  
season	
  will	
  be	
  his	
  42nd.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  While	
  at	
  Fairfield	
  Christian,	
  he	
  has	
  guided	
  2	
  teams	
  to	
  the	
  OHSAA	
  State	
  
tournament.	
  	
  The	
  golf	
  team	
  finished	
  4th	
  in	
  Ohio	
  in	
  2010.	
  	
  This	
  past	
  season,	
  the	
  boy’s	
  
basketball	
  team	
  went	
  to	
  	
  the	
  State	
  Semifinals	
  with	
  a	
  rcord	
  of	
  25-­‐3.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  His	
  combined	
  lifetime	
  coaching	
  record	
  in	
  basketball	
  is	
  390-­‐207.	
  He	
  would	
  to	
  
thank	
  the	
  H.O.F.	
  committee	
  for	
  this	
  induction;	
  his	
  former	
  coaches;	
  Jim	
  Rockwell,	
  Phil	
  
Swinehart,	
  Hal	
  Frazier,	
  Jack	
  Lybarger,	
  Gary	
  Gantz,	
  Ron	
  Hoops,	
  and	
  High	
  School	
  
principal	
  Linton	
  Lewis.	
  	
  Coach	
  Hooper	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  the	
  fans,	
  players,	
  parents,	
  
assistant	
  coaches	
  –	
  especially	
  longtime	
  friend	
  Russ	
  Bethel.	
  	
  He	
  would	
  also	
  like	
  to	
  
thank	
  the	
  staff	
  and	
  administrators.	
  	
  Special	
  thanks	
  to	
  his	
  parents	
  Roger	
  and	
  Dorothy,	
  
wife	
  Debbie,	
  children	
  Clay	
  and	
  Nan,	
  and	
  most	
  importantly	
  God	
  for	
  all	
  his	
  blessings.	
  
	
  



 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  Jerry	
  Robinson	
  

 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  During	
  his	
  New	
  Lex	
  High	
  School	
  athletic	
  career;	
  Jerry	
  Robinson	
  excelled	
  in	
  
football,	
  wrestling	
  and	
  track.	
  	
  Jerry	
  earned	
  4	
  letters	
  in	
  wrestling,	
  3	
  letters	
  in	
  football	
  
and	
  2	
  letters	
  in	
  track.	
  	
  He	
  also	
  ranked	
  among	
  thetop	
  ten	
  for	
  his	
  graduating	
  class.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  During	
  the	
  2003-­‐04	
  year,	
  Jerry	
  earned	
  his	
  1st	
  varsity	
  letter	
  in	
  wrestling	
  and	
  went	
  
on	
  to	
  win	
  the	
  MVL	
  title	
  at	
  130lb	
  for	
  the	
  undefeated	
  MVL	
  wrestling	
  champs.	
  	
  Jerry	
  
also	
  placed	
  5th	
  at	
  the	
  district	
  tournament,	
  earning	
  him	
  an	
  alternate	
  spot	
  for	
  the	
  state	
  
tournament.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  During	
  the	
  200-­‐05	
  year,	
  Jerry	
  earned	
  his	
  first	
  letter	
  for	
  football.	
  Starting	
  at	
  QB,	
  
DB,	
  and	
  PK.	
  	
  He	
  also	
  earned	
  his	
  2nd	
  letter	
  in	
  wrestling,	
  was	
  an	
  MVL	
  finalist,	
  District	
  
placer	
  and	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  MVL	
  champion	
  Panther	
  wrestling	
  team.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  In	
  2005-­‐06,	
  Jerry	
  earned	
  his	
  2nd	
  letter	
  for	
  football	
  as	
  QB,	
  DB,	
  and	
  PK.	
  He	
  helped	
  
the	
  team	
  to	
  the	
  playoffs.	
  	
  Jerry	
  earned	
  his	
  3rd	
  letter	
  in	
  wrestling	
  as	
  an	
  MVL	
  champion	
  
at	
  152lbs,	
  state-­‐alternate,	
  and	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  undefeated	
  MVL	
  Champion	
  Panther	
  
wrestling	
  team.	
  	
  Jerry	
  finished	
  the	
  year	
  earning	
  his	
  first	
  letter	
  in	
  track.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  In	
  2006-­‐07,	
  Jerry	
  earned	
  his	
  3rd	
  letter	
  for	
  football	
  as	
  QB,	
  DB,	
  and	
  PK.	
  	
  He	
  helped	
  
lead	
  the	
  undefeated	
  MVL	
  Champion/Regional	
  Finalist	
  football	
  team	
  to	
  a	
  12-­‐1	
  
season,	
  earning1st	
  team	
  All-­‐OhioHonors	
  at	
  DB	
  and	
  All-­‐MVL	
  honors	
  at	
  QB.	
  	
  Jerry	
  was	
  
also	
  named	
  MVP	
  of	
  the	
  ’07	
  Panther	
  team.	
  	
  Jerry	
  earned	
  his	
  fourth	
  letter	
  in	
  wrestling,	
  
as	
  the	
  171	
  pound	
  MVL	
  champ,	
  Sectional	
  Chmp,	
  and	
  State	
  Placer	
  (4th	
  Place).	
  He	
  was	
  
alsa	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  MVL	
  Champion	
  Panther	
  wrestling	
  team.	
  	
  Jerry	
  finished	
  his	
  high	
  
school	
  career	
  by	
  earning	
  his	
  second	
  varsity	
  letter	
  in	
  track.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Jerry	
  went	
  on	
  to	
  play	
  D-­‐II	
  football	
  at	
  Concord	
  University	
  in	
  Athens,	
  WV.	
  	
  While	
  
there,	
  Jerry	
  earned	
  various	
  starting	
  roles	
  (quarterback,	
  receiver,	
  linebacker,	
  
defensive	
  back,	
  and	
  special	
  teams.)	
  	
  He	
  earned	
  first	
  team	
  WVIAC	
  academic	
  honors	
  
during	
  his	
  years	
  of	
  athletic	
  activity.	
  	
  Jerry	
  ended	
  his	
  sporting	
  career	
  after	
  a	
  knee	
  
injury	
  during	
  his	
  senior	
  season	
  at	
  Concord	
  University.	
  	
  He	
  went	
  on	
  to	
  coach	
  special	
  
teams	
  and	
  aid	
  in	
  strength/conditioning	
  at	
  Concord	
  University.	
  	
  Jerry	
  graduated	
  
magna	
  cum	
  laude	
  with	
  two	
  bachelor	
  degreees	
  in	
  chemistry	
  and	
  biology,	
  and	
  a	
  minor	
  
in	
  philosophy.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Currently,	
  Jerry	
  is	
  a	
  medical	
  student	
  at	
  Northeast	
  Ohio	
  Medical	
  University	
  
(NEOMED)	
  where	
  he	
  plans	
  to	
  pursue	
  his	
  interests	
  in	
  surgery.	
  	
  His	
  parents	
  are	
  Jerry	
  
Robinson	
  Jr.	
  And	
  Joyce	
  Robinson.	
  	
  His	
  siblings	
  are	
  Samantha	
  Robinson,	
  John	
  
Robinson,	
  Elizabeth	
  Robinson	
  and	
  Emily	
  Robinson.	
  	
  Jerry	
  is	
  extremely	
  grateful	
  for	
  
the	
  friends,	
  family,	
  and	
  teammates	
  that	
  helped	
  him	
  become	
  the	
  person	
  he	
  is	
  today.	
  



 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  
Larry	
  Saffell	
  

 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Larry	
  is	
  a	
  lifelong	
  Perry	
  County	
  resident.	
  	
  He	
  is	
  the	
  son	
  of	
  Harold	
  and	
  Margaret	
  
(Teal)	
  Saffell.	
  	
  He	
  attended	
  grade	
  school	
  at	
  St.	
  Rose,	
  St.	
  Aloysius	
  Academy,	
  where	
  he	
  
was	
  honored	
  as	
  an	
  All	
  SEO	
  MLB	
  in	
  1965.	
  	
  He	
  went	
  on	
  to	
  Eastern	
  Kentucky	
  University	
  
where	
  he	
  earned	
  his	
  Bachelor	
  of	
  Science	
  in	
  Education.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  In	
  1971	
  he	
  began	
  a	
  30	
  year	
  career	
  teaching	
  and	
  coaching	
  students	
  at	
  NLHS.	
  Z	
  
Larry	
  began	
  his	
  career	
  teaching	
  driver	
  education	
  and	
  general	
  science.	
  	
  Then	
  in	
  1989,	
  
he	
  transitioned	
  to	
  Earth	
  Science,	
  and	
  Physical	
  Education	
  until	
  he	
  retired	
  in	
  2001.	
  	
  
Larry	
  had	
  the	
  honor	
  of	
  coaching	
  as	
  an	
  assistant	
  coach	
  under	
  head	
  football	
  coach	
  Jim	
  
Rockwell	
  in	
  the	
  70’s.	
  	
  He	
  was	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  1976	
  AP/UPI	
  State	
  Title	
  staff.	
  	
  They	
  
accumulated	
  6	
  MVL	
  titles	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  Larry	
  was	
  named	
  head	
  coach	
  from	
  1992-­‐95.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  He	
  spent	
  10	
  years	
  coaching	
  boy’s	
  golf.	
  	
  The	
  team	
  was	
  a	
  State-­‐Finalist	
  in	
  1990,	
  
Regional	
  Runner-­‐up,	
  District	
  Runner-­‐up,	
  Sectional	
  and	
  MVL	
  Champs.	
  	
  He	
  sent	
  
individuals	
  to	
  the	
  State	
  in	
  1985	
  and	
  1999.	
  	
  Two	
  sectional	
  titles	
  and	
  an	
  MVL	
  title	
  in	
  
1983.	
  	
  Larry	
  spent	
  12	
  seasons	
  as	
  boys	
  track	
  coach.	
  	
  The	
  1989,	
  1990	
  and	
  1991	
  teams	
  
went	
  54-­‐0	
  in	
  the	
  MVL,	
  which	
  resulted	
  in	
  3	
  MVL	
  titles	
  and	
  3	
  league	
  meet	
  titles.	
  	
  This	
  
is	
  an	
  MVL	
  record	
  for	
  Track.	
  	
  In	
  addition	
  his	
  team	
  won	
  the	
  1990	
  District	
  title	
  and	
  
Larry	
  was	
  District	
  Coach	
  of	
  the	
  year.	
  	
  	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Larry	
  thanks	
  his	
  great	
  student	
  athletes	
  who	
  came	
  together	
  and	
  competed	
  toward	
  
a	
  common	
  goal.	
  	
  He	
  also	
  attributes	
  his	
  success	
  in	
  large	
  part	
  to	
  his	
  wife	
  of	
  41	
  years,	
  
Susan	
  Hillis	
  Saffell.	
  	
  They	
  have	
  2	
  sons,	
  Travis	
  and	
  Troy	
  and	
  five	
  grandchildren.	
  	
  They	
  
are	
  anxiously	
  awaiting	
  their	
  6th	
  grandchild	
  in	
  December.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Larry	
  and	
  Susan	
  fill	
  their	
  time	
  taking	
  care	
  of	
  their	
  family	
  business,	
  Lambs	
  
Cleaners	
  and	
  Car	
  Wash,	
  boating,	
  golfing,	
  and	
  following	
  their	
  grandchildren’s	
  
activities.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  Larry	
  is	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  St.	
  Rose	
  Catholic	
  Church,	
  fraternal	
  order	
  
of	
  Elks,	
  Lions	
  Club	
  International,	
  NFIB,	
  Thornville	
  Moose	
  International,	
  Thornville	
  
Sons	
  of	
  AMVETS,	
  and	
  a	
  PERCO	
  board	
  member.	
  
 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
 


